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ACTION EUR- 12 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO MCT-01 DHA-02 AID-05 CCO-OO FBOE-OO 
PM-04 H-01 INR-07 L-03 NSC-05 SP-02 OC-06 OPR-02 
PA-02 USSS-00 PRS-01 SCA-01 A-01 SCSE-00 OMB-01 SS-15 
SY-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO NSAE-00 NSCE-00 SSO-OO USIE-00 
INRE-00 EURE-00 /077 W 

014149 

R 061253Z DEC 76 
FM AMCONSUL BELFAST 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 1515 
INFO AMEMBASSY DUBLIN 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 
USNAVCOMMSTA LONDONDERRY 

UNCLAS BELFAST 427 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El 

SUBJECT: ARSON BLITZ ON LONDONDERRY SHOPS 

1 . SIXTEEN RETAIL SHOPS DESTROYED AND SIX OTHERS DAMAGED 

IN CONCERTED ARSON BOMB ATTACK INSIDE LONDONDERRY SECURITY 
AREA LATE DECEMBER 4 AND EARLY DECEMBER 5. MORE THAN ONE 
MILLION POUNDS STERLING DAMAGE ESTIMATED AND ABOUT ONE 
HUNDRED PEOPLE MADE JOBLESS. OPERATION APPEARS TO BE 
TYPICAL PROVISIONAL IRA ONE ALONG LINES OF BALLYMENA AND 
PORTRUSH BLITZES EARLIER THIS YEAR. DEVICES WERE SMALL 
"CASSETTE" TYPE. 

2. ASSAULT FOLLOWED EARLIER ATTACK ON HOME OF NATIONALIST 
MAYOR OF LONDONDERRY JAMES HEGARTY. GLASS IN DOORS AND 
WINDOWS IN HOUSE BROKEN AND PAINT DAUBED AROUND. ONE 
GRAFFITO REFERRED TO HEGARTY AS "QUISLING." MAYOR AND 
WIFE HOSPITALIZED WITH SHOCK. PROVISIONAL IRA HAS DENIED 
RESPONSIBILITY THIS ATTACK. 

3. ARSON PROBABLY DESIGNED TO COINCIDE WITH BOYNE PEACE 
RALLY DECEMBER 5 TO SHOW DEFIANCE OF PEACE MOVEMENT. 
MEMBERS OF 107 STRONG AMERICAN CONTINGENT WHO MARCHED WITH 
BETWEEN TWELVE THOUSAND AND TWENTY THOUSAND OTHERS AT 
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PORTRUSH HAD SPENT DECEMBER 2 IN LONDONDERRY BUT THIS 
NOT RPT NOT CONSIDERED SIGNIFICANT FACTOR IN TIMING FIRE 
BLITZ. 

SPICER 

UNCLASSIFIED 

NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: BOMBING, BUSINESS FIRMS, ARSON, CIVIL DISORDERS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 06 DEC 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976BELFAS00427 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760450-0571 
From: BELFAST 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t1 9761 268/aaaacgiz. tel 

Line Count: 66 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: wolfsd 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <28 MAY 2004 by hattaycs>; APPROVED <06 AUG 2004 by wolfsd> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: ARSON BLITZ ON LONDONDERRY SHOPS 
TAGS: PINT, UK, El, IRA 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



